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It is to be hoped that the terrible lessons of the last five years 
will not fail to make their proper impress upon the choice of the road 
in foreign policy which Japan will decide to follow. 

Geo. A. Pinch. 



Cuestiones Internationales : Bolivia-Paraguay. By Americo del Val 
(B. Diez de Medina). La Paz: Imprenta Nacional. 1918, pp. 83. 

Bolivia-Chile: Cuestiones de Actualidad. By E. Diez de Medina. 
La Paz: Arno Hermanos. 1919, pp. vi, 154. 

The first of these two interesting pamphlets is a reproduction of 
a series of articles published by Senor Diez de Medina under the 
pen name of Americo del Val, in the newspaper El Norte of La Paz, 
in answer to another series of articles published by Dr. Cecilio Baez, 
Minister of Paraguay to France, England, Italy, and Spain, upon 
the mooted question of boundaries between Bolivia and Paraguay. 

The subject-matter of this boundary controversy between Bolivia 
and Paraguay is a piece of territory situated between the western 
bank of the River Paraguay, from the north boundary of the Brazil- 
ian possessions of Bahia Negra to the left bank of the Pilcomayo River, 
which flows out across Asuncion, the capital city of Paraguay. This 
boundary dispute has indeed been the subject of many extended dis- 
cussions among the most distinguished writers and statesmen of 
Bolivia and Paraguay, and is, perhaps, today, the most important 
and best known boundary dispute of Latin America, both on account 
of the extent of the territory in controversy and the length of time 
over which this controversy has extended. 

While it is not our present purpose to join in this famous dispute, 
and much less to show any partiality in the same, or, still less, to pass 
judgment on the ultimate question of who is right and who is wrong, 
we cannot refrain from admiring the clear statement of the Bolivian 
case by Senor Diez de Medina and heartily congratulate him upon 
his patriotic and scholarly efforts. 

The other pamphlet contains three valuable essays on interna- 
tional politics, which it must be admitted are not lacking in im- 
portance and interest. The first deals with what the author calls the 
fundamental rights of Bolivia. Among these rights he cites those 
of self-preservation, independence, and international communication. 
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"A treaty," he says, "which is based upon conquest and sets a limita- 
tion to the fundamental rights of a state, cannot be eternal, nor 
perpetually binding. . . . The modern doctrine establishes that, in 
principle, a state cannot relinquish such permanent rights as con- 
stitute the foundation of its own independence: thus treaties which 
entail a violation of such rights can have no validity nor even an 
obligatory character. In practice the value of such treaties has just 
been shown by the undoing of the cession of Alsace-Lorraine forced 
upon France by Germany by the Treaty of Versailles of 1871." 

The next essay relates to the war of 1879 between Bolivia and 
Chile, which brought about the enclosure of the former within land 
boundaries and excluded her from the sea. In this essay the author 
reviews the causes and responsibilities of that war, giving us a clear 
conception not only of the Bolivian point of view on this question, 
but also on the ethical aspects of the same from an international 
point of view. 

In the last essay, which refers to the Toco question, the author 
reveals himself, as Senor C. Rojas says in the introductory note to 
this pamphlet, to be a diplomatist who has been officially engaged in 
obtaining the recognition of private rights in the territories trans- 
ferred to Chile. 

Pedro Capo Rodriguez. 



Notes on the Diplomatic History of the Jewish Question. With texts 
of treaty stipulations and other official documents. By Lucien 
Wolf. London: Spottiswoode, Ballantyne & Company, Ltd. 
1919. Printed for the Jewish Historical Society of England, 
pp. x, 133. 

Jewish Rights at the Congresses of Vienna (1814-1815) and Aix-La- 
Chapelle {1818). By Max J. Kohler. New York: American 
Jewish Committee. 1918. pp. v, 109. 

The conception of the Jew as a subject in international relations 
is a somewhat novel one to the Gentile, even if he may be generally 
well-informed concerning the history of international law. The Jew- 
ish publicists who have produced these two monographs have not 
only justified their scholarship in the task, but have shown them- 
selves in what is apparently a minority of one among international- 



